The international geoscience community is actively engaged in scientifically aligned goals through the InterRidge and • Open public access to data is fundamental to verifiable scientific progress. All data that are necessary to reproduce published scientific results need to be published and archived in accepted archives. Earth scientists require access to multidisciplinary data and data integrated from both the marine and terrestrial world.
• Uniform best practices and standards need to be developed, promoted, and used routinely within the international community for data acquisition, data submission to data centers, and data publication. Best practices should include the use of globally unique
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• To support interoperability across distributed data resources, the community must minimize the proliferation of metadata standards and work toward a uniform approach for sci- 
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